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TO HER,
ONE OF THE

“WITCHES OF NEW-ENGLAND,”
WHO BEWITCHED ME IN MY YOUTH,
AND WHO HAS SINCE BCEN
MY HEART’S SUNLIGHT,
AND THE ANGEL OF MY HOME;
TO OUR BOYS, HARLOW AND CLARENCE,
AND THE LITTLE CLARIBEL,

WHO HAVING GONE BEFORE WE MAY NOT SEE, BUT WHO,
WE HOPE, STILL LOOKS UPON US WITH LOVING EYES,
BY THE HUSBAND AND FATHER,

WHOSE NAME MAY NEVER AFPEAR UPON ANOTHER
TITLE PAGE,

THESE VOLUMES ARE
AFFECTIONATELY INSCRIBED.



OME years ago while examining the docu-
ments and other mementoes of the ¢ Salem
Witcheraft,” fo carefully preferved in the Archives
of Effex County, Maffachufetts—on being informed
that only detached portions had ever been printed
and thus made acceffible to the public—it occurred
to me that no more acceptable contribution to the
library of the American collector could be made
than a volume which fhould embody thefe records,
and, at the fame time, place them beyond the con-
tingency of deftruétion or lofs.

The original intention was, firft to procure
copies of the records, and then in zbar golden
future of leifure to which all men look, to offer
them to the public with fuitable comments and
annotations ; but the increafing and never-ending
cares of an occupation which gives no refpite in
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the prefent and _u_.ona.nm none in the futuare,
warned me that if the public .were ever to fee
thefe documents, through any effort of mine, I
muft forego this cherifbed purpofe.

Accordingly, after long keeping, I placed the
(heets in the hands of the printer as they came
from the tranfcriber, and they are now prefented
without addition or diminution, verbatim et litera-
tim, copies of every one of the original papers at
prefent exifting; and, now, as I look at the pon-
derous volumes, I am rather happy than otherwife
that I have not added to them by attempting
to do what each reader can, wnﬁwmvm, better do for

himfelf.

To Hon. Afahel Huntington, Clerk of the
Courts, and to the Commiffioners of Effex County,
I defire here to tender my thanks for the kindnefs
and liberality with which they placed at my difpofal
every facility for the execution of my purpofe.
Such men receive no honor from office—they re-
fect honor on the pofitions which they hold.

How well Mr. Mounfell has done his work is
plainly to be feen, fo far as general appearance is
concerned ; but the painftaking care with which

the ancient orthography and punctuation, o rather

the lack of this laft have been followed, can only
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be appreciated by thofe who have compared the
volumes with the original records.

With no more of explanation or apology the
volumes are fubmitted with the hope that to at
leaft a few ftudents of American Hiftory, they will
prove not altogether unacceptable. W.

Mt. Pleafant,
Roxbury, Mafs., Sept. 12, 1864.
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. 1692 being the day of
n as {he began to confefs

I belev in my heart
Wamsa that (he has often

c and the abouefaid perfons by alts
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Putnam on the 19% April
her examination, vc" as foo
{he left ofe affleéing of s.mmn
yt Abigail Hobbs was 2 wi
affleGed Gonmr m
itchcraft.
of m—»ﬂun wwccdm:w owned
written evidence To ¥° Ju

Sept. 10 1692
' Warrant S Sarab Wilds & als.
Salem Aprill. the 39.% WOnw.emv
There Bein Complaint this day made ( om om»_on_
por mm tnam and John Buxton of 52 7
D eome in behalfe of theire Majes®, for

Village Yeomsn, ' {everall of theire neighbours
%niﬂmﬂ<mwmﬂwwnw~WMm“ Mc?»swawa Delive his wife,
gal

i juni caver, Mary Eafty. the
,menn:www WMM@WWEMM&;M»SW Wilds EM ﬂamm M...m..
T omzim.w all of the Towne of Topsfiel %_.m »W&u
uo.wnv um Edward Bifhop r&v»smﬁﬂ: Ma> .
B s .M ; £ Salem Village and Mary Blac A neg
o Lot WM th Putnams of Salem Village alio. And
Y Vnﬁ%u ﬂ? the wife of Philip Englith ?wo“,wwﬁr-
ed :mmoﬁ high Sufpition of Sundry acts © b
o m&nwu e or Committed by them b,.Mn W mmm—.u "
nSmnw Mam: of Anna putpam and Zm»_%wu %3 e
oagin Mc the famyly of ¥° abouef! I Hwoa S er of
WM%S%.VBE».E" and gu&m MM&MMW ,ww <w= Wmn o

ot © 1
Oﬁuﬁn«mumwﬂ“ﬂwm”% hurt and dammage hath vanan
o ’

truth of ye aboue-
aWWno f Inqweft vpon oath
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donne to ye bodys of faid perfons abouenamed
therefore craued Juftice.

You are therefore in theire Majests names here
by Com-required to Apprehend and bring before
vs William Hobs hufbandman and his wife
Nehemiah Abot Jun’ weaver Mary Eafty the wife -
of Ifaac Eafty and all the reft abouenamed tomor-
row aboute ten of the clock in the forenoon at the
houfe of Leiut Nath! Ingerfalls in Salem Village in
order to theire examination Relatiing to the pre-
mifes abouefayd and here of you are not to faile.

Dated Salem. Aprill 21% 1692.

Joun HaTnorRNE M Afits
JonaTnAN Corwin :

To George Herrich Marfhall of Effex: and any or

all of y¢ Conftables in Salem or Topsfield or any
other Towne. .

Examination of Sarab Wilds.

The examination of Sarah Wilds at a Court
held at Salem Village 1692.
by the wop™ John Hathorn & Jonathan Corwin.
The Sufferers were feized with fou
the accufed came into the Court
Hath this woman hurt you?
- Oh fhe is vpon the beam.
Goody Bibber that never faw her before fays
e faw her now vpon the beam & then
aid. Bibber fell into a fit.
What fay you to this are you guilty or not?
I'am not guilty. Sir.
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Is this y° woman {peaking to ye affliGted
Thay all, or moft, faid yes, & then fell mto fits.

What do you fay, are you guilty

1 thank God. I am free. .

Hear is a clear evidence that you bave
been not only a Tormenter but that
you have caufed one to figne the
book, the night before laft. What
you fay to this?

T ever faw the book in my life and I never
Jaw thefe perfons before.

Some of the afflicted fell into fits

Do you, deny this thing that is

All fell into fits & con firmed
that the accufed hurt them

Did you never confent that thefe fbould
be hurt?

pever in my life.

She was charged by fome ivith
with hurting John Hemcks motber

The accufed denyed it.

Capt How gave in a relation and
conformation of the charge before made.
(he was ordered to be taken away &
they all cryed out the was upon the
Beam & fell into fits.

Examination of W= Hobbs.

The Examination of
William Hobbs at the Same Court.

Hath this man hurt you?
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Several anfwered yes.
Wﬂ&w Wmvvon faid no.
at fay you, are you guilt
> y or not?
; I can fpeak in the prefence of Qomo@mn_% as
nuwwww Mwmr noumza account another day
as clear
L am as dlear as a new born babe.
Of witchcraft
Have you never hurt thefe ?
No.

H
e wwwnnm%o: not confented that they fhould
Abigail Williams faid h i
Lab 1 he was going to Merc
Lew s and quickly after {aid Lewes was feized ﬁmnw
Then faid Abigail i
\bigail cryed he is coming t
4,\.%%0" and faid Mary prefently fell mnn_os m mﬁw WMWQ
bw can you be clear when the children .

Jaw fomthing come from you & afflict

thefe perfons ?
Then they fell into fits & halloo’d

Juffe red greatly.

er wife before you God wa
open her mouth and fhe ha
feflion and you feem to
s before us.
am clear of any witch.
What do you call it, an over look #ng of

thern? you look upon them & they are

burt none of them.
T hen they all fell into gredt fits again
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When were you at any publick Religious meeting

Not a pretty while

Why fo? )

Becaufe I was not well: I had a diftemper.
that none knows. . ]

Can you a&t witchcraft here & by cafting your
eyes turn folks into fits. .

You may judge your pleafure my fovl is clear.

Do you not fee you hurt them by your look

No. 1 do not know it.

You did not anfwer to that quettion
dont you overlook them?

No. I dont overlook them ]

What do you call that way of looking vpon
perfons and firiking them downe?

You may judge your pleaure.

Well but what do you call it?

It was none of I.

Who was it then?

T cannot tell who they are.

Why they fay they fee you going to hurt perfons
& immediately hurt perfons.

Abig: Williams faid he is going to hurt Mercy
Lewefn and imediately fd Mercy fell into a fit and
divers others

Can you now deny it?

I can deny it to my dying day.

What is the reafon when you go away when there
is any reading of the Scripture in your family

He denyed it. .

Nath! Ingerfol & Tho Haynes tef tifyed
that this Hobbs daughter had told them /o
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As foon as your daughter Abigail & aft
to day your wife confefled they left torturing
& fo would you if you would confefs : can you
ftill deny that you are guilty ?

I am not guilty.

If you put away God’s ordinances, no wonder
that the Devil prevails with you to keep his coun-
fell. Have you never had any apparition ?

-No. Sir.

Did you never pray to the Devill that your
daughter might confefs no more?

No Sir.

Who do your worfhip ?

I hope I worthip God only.

Where?

In my heart

But God requires outward worthip
not worthop him in publick nor

worthip him in my heart
worthip him in your family
amily fpeak the truth
not given the Devil advant
you thereby ?
" He was filent a confiderable fpace
then faid yes
Have you not known a good while bow
that your daughter was a witch
No. Sir.
Do you think fhe is a witch now
I do not know

Well if you defire mercy from God own
the truth
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was fom likly hode of my
haueing one of Goody Simonds dafter and as the
maid towld me hur mother and father were ueriey
willing I fhould have haue but after fome time I
had 2 hint that Goodeey Simonds had formerly faid
(he beleued my mother had done her wrong and I
went to hare and toch Marke how that 1s now
dead who dyed at the Eaftward : along with me
and before both of us fhe denied that euer the had
eneey grounds to think any halme of my mother
only from what Goodiey Redington had faide and
afterwards I left the houfe and went no more and
cuer fince {he bene ueriey angriey with me and
now fhe will reward mee.

fouer yers agoe there

Ephraim Willdes.

Epb~ Wilds for Sarab Wilds.

This may inform this Honered Court that I
Ephraim Willdes being conftabell for topffield this
yere and the Marfhall of Sallem coming to fetch
away my mother he then fhered me a warrant
from authority directed to the conftabel of topsfelld
wherein was William Hobbs and Deliverence his
wife with many others and the Marfhall did then
require me forthwith to gow and aprehend. the
bodyes of William hobs and his wife -which acor-
dingly
times fence whether my

thereby in fome mefure to be revenge

I did and I have had fereous thoughts many
fezing of them might not

be fome cafe of here thus a cufing my mother
d of me the
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woman did thow a ueriey bad fpiri t :
mo: M“._WWM M_N_Bc:n fe R<2w~mo in Wu%mwﬂ% MM@H umwmma.
o »s_ vM y %: mee as fore my mother I neuer
fa Soam :o_“.E y har upon .m:_.@ fuch acout neither
in w mi_inm»nm:ﬂm as fhe is now a cufed for fhe
religon and ﬁwn. W%MWMQOM% nwcn:h. - QWn G
to take inftru®ions and atall o this o
Cort to confider of it. ol ~n<mwwwww“ &«ww%umﬂna

Warrant v. Phil. Englifh and als.

To The Marthall
LoXo ] Onﬁ:&M all of the County of Effex or his
You are in theire Maj
Majef*s names hereb i
%. Wﬂ%ﬂﬁﬂnn ﬂ.& ?.W:m before us wvmzw nmwwmm
» merchant, Sarah Murrell of B
Dorcas Hoare of Beuerl i e e & 2nd
y widdow all in the Coun-
Mvm Mumnm@ou:&o: Munday next beign the mnnws% M“
of the .M_o:n of May next. enfueing ye date here ow.
a wa nz 2M<mn_m MM vmn. n_omﬂn ye forenoon at the roE.n.
, | Ingerfalls in Salem Village i
“w WMMMQMNWBEWS: %&mnnm: g ta Emwmwmw%ﬂmm
acts of witchcraft donne or Co 1

Ww %“n%uc.cmo: v Bodys of Mary é&noﬂ@%m&
s igail Williams Ann Putnam and mznmvnﬂw
Flab! am.n w:& m:mwa:&.. Sheldon : viz: vpon fome

or a m them vm_csm:..m to Salem i:»mm or farme
Jeh MM y mnno»n hurt ,»sm dammage hath vmzsw
s MOO% Bodys of {d perfons according to com-
of Capt Jonathan Walcotand Serjent Thomas
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I do not know anything of that nature
What do you think thefe people aile?

More than ordinary ?

But what more than ordinary

filent

Why do you not anfwer what is they aile?
I do not know what they aile I am forry
It is none of L. :

What do you think they aile?

There is more than ordinary

What is that ?

I cannot tell

Do you think they are bewitcht.

I cannot tell.

Now tell when your wife & daughter o
Did not you give confent that they thould be burt

Never in my dayes.
What do you think cufed your wife the was

thefe the other day

nal God in Heaven knows

know that. We do not afk that

ther you do not know what cufed

t tell I know nothing

man {aid he told me that if his wife
not write in the book he would kill her
was the fame time that fhe did figne
ppears by the time of her appearing as a
ember of Mr Parris family & others.

Did not you fay fo?
I never faid fo.
Salem Village Aprill 22t 1692.
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_ Mr Sam! Parris being de
in wrighting ye mkmBmcmao% n%% 0 take
and Wm Hobbs

Sarah Wilds , deleured it a aforefd

and upon hearing y¢ fame and feein

what ‘wee did fee at y© time of her 8

examination together with :

¥ af feGed vam.o:m againft WNMM N—MNN 4

committed her to theire Maj# Goale
John Hathorze.

Fobn Wilds for Sarabh Wilds.

John Wiells teftifieth that he di
. id h
the wife of Jno Reddinton did raife a MMMOWM @Mv«
wife had bewitched her and I went to ye ?&W ] ;
Ww%&ﬂﬁ.: and told him I would areft him for MM
ife : defaming of my wife but ye faid i
defired me not to do it for it Tid bt ot b
, to d would b i
nbwnnnwza y® his wife would a done SMMMN@M M.._m
Mm y* he knew nothing fhe had againft mye Smm?lm
: ter Wnr_m I got my brother Averill to goe to y* faid
wm.». Reddinton and my {d Bror told me yt he told
y .m:a nmu_.ub Reddinton ytif the had anything agstm
MS. e y* he would be a means and would help mn_, nw
_.MM%VM..%Q,S%F m:n : and y* y* faid Sarah Reddinton
pyes y* fhe knew no harm mye wife had done
Epb~ Wilds for Sarab Wiids.

The teftimony of Ephrai i
phraim Willd
27 or thereabouts teftifieth ﬂsa__wh.mw »HWMHW Mwmm”



